EDITORIAL                                       No. 80         January & February 2009
Now that everyone seems to be taking their own shopping bags with them, I’m desperately short on clean plastic bags for delivering these Magazines to the deliverers. If you have an unwanted pile of them, please give me a ring and I’ll come and collect them. I’m also extremely short on articles this month, in spite of my plea in the last issue. I’m sorry if you were looking forward to a bumper issue - can we TRY to make amends in 2009? My last Giles cover, incidentally
It’s never too late to be what you might have been.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

And what a growing year this has been! Those long ‘Summer’ weeks of mild overcast rainy weather. Just the right conditions for ‘Blight’, and it arrived early and stayed. Those who took the affected leaves off their potatoes straight away still had good yields, probably due to the wet season. Outdoor tomatoes had a very poor time of it with most plants needing to be lifted and destroyed because of the blight. 

Some crops did well in the conditions. Soft fruits enjoyed the weather and so did most of the leaf crops, and even root crops such as carrots and beetroot. Runner beans were slow to start and were never really happy in the poor sun hours although French bean types still performed well. Sweet corn was another late crop, again because of poor sun hours, but eventually provided a bumper harvest. 

A few weeks ago the allotment field was visited by an Arsonist, whose attentions destroyed a storage shed and its contents. The police are still looking for the culprit, who may have been involved in other local incidents. 

This is a time of year for looking forward, for searching seed catalogues from a comfortable chair, trying to find some new more exotic plants to try next year from the expanding range our warming climate provides. Chinese leaf vegetables from a late summer sowing are an example of the new opportunities growing your own food can provide. 

This is also the time of year when we look to the Allotment Association AGM which will be held in The Annexe, at the Village Hall, on Monday 2nd February 2009, at 7.30pm. Although there is still a waiting list for plots, if you are interested in a healthy outdoor hobby with lots of other benefits, why not come along and meet our members.                                                HORTICUS
Don’t ever save anything for a special occasion. Being alive is a special occasion.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH.

The New Year will soon be with us and it is a great opportunity to look both back at the year past and forward, as we consider what might be to come.  It has been an exciting year in the life of the church family in Willand. We have joined with the parishes of Uffculme and Kentisbeare (with Blackborough) as a ‘mission community’ and I have been appointed the team leader. We have welcomed Revd Pam Thomas to Kentisbeare to serve the team part time. We have made an exciting appointment for Uffculme and look forward to welcoming Revd Selina Garner to our team in May 2009. Yes, that’s an all female team! I believe it’s a first for Devon. There have been three lovely weddings, a host of baptisms and many touching funerals. It was encouraging to see so many at our Remembrance Day service which was particularly special as we gathered around our war memorial for the act of remembrance. 
I have begun to feel increasingly part of the community, even though it’s only been two years (they tell me that after 30 years I shall be regarded as a local!). Not only has our shared life with other churches in the area been strengthened this year but we have also completed the first phase of our building’s renewal programme. The St. Mary’s church building has now been restored and renewed and is in great condition to provide a comfortable, warm and welcoming place of Christian worship in our village for future generations and we are now back in the building worshipping every Sunday. Now we turn our attention to our church hall in Rectory Close, where we are planning to extend to provide small meeting facilities, Sunday school room and a church office. We hope the work will begin in January. 
Our regular groups continue to meet and share life’s journey together. Our ‘Rockers’ toddler group goes from strength to strength, the luncheon Club, Keep fit and the newly formed ‘The Willand Singers’, an informal choir which meets to sing on a Tuesday morning. It is great to have such a strong community spirit in our village and to be able to support these sorts of groups. We did a survey among some of our church members recently. We are going to place a new banner in the church and we wanted it to express words that the ‘people in the pews’ would find helpful. Drawing up a long list of possibilities we waited to discover which one was most popular. It was no great surprise to discover ‘I am always with you’ was our out and out favourite!  None of us know what the year ahead holds but equally none of us need step into it feeling we are alone. God has promised that he will never leave us and forsake us and I pray that you would know this to be true in your life as you journey into 2009.                                                                                                 Rev. Anna x
When you are about thirty five years old, something terrible always happens to music. 
A NEW YEAR VISION FROM A FRUSTRATED RECYCLER

Brian asked for some cheerful messages for the new-year magazine.  This may be food for thought for someone / a few people. Perhaps a new career? money raising for charity(s) or local clubs?  The only requirements are a co-ordinator, space and time. I am saddened on land-fill refuse-collection day when I see so many people leaving perfectly good condition “bits and pieces” out for collection.  There are so many charity bags put through our door, so many local clubs asking for bric-a-brac, so many people out there who need furnishings and resources but don’t have enough money to buy new.  But still, there are so many people who discard their perfectly good belongings or leftovers.  They are too busy or too hasty and prefer to just leave it for the refuse collectors to take it and dump it into the ground. Perhaps, locally, we could arrange a “swap or buy for pennies” shop. On a weekly or bi-weekly basis people could bring along their re-usable goods and browse at other peoples contributions.  All the local clubs and charities could take it in turns to run the shop and money raised that day would go to their aid organization.  The only problem I can foresee is storage of the items that don’t sell – would the recycling centre take it away?  Could charity shops arrange a van to collect at the end?  We run enough local coffee mornings, bring and buy sales, car boots; could those organisations just expect people to bring along stuff then, this would increase their visitors possibly ten-fold once word gets about and the extra work involved would hopefully pay off by the increased income.  Prices should be kept below £1 as it has to be remembered that everything contributed was originally going to be thrown away. As I say, food for thought.                                                                              A Resident.
What a brilliant idea. I was at the monthly amenity skip on the last Sunday in November and someone brought along a brand new piece of quality carpeting, presumably an off-cut, about twelve foot by six and just threw it into the skip. No thought that it might be useful to anyone else. Anyone out there who wants to talk about the possibility of setting something up, please ring me (34111) and I’ll put you in touch with the article’s author. Ed. 
I can lie convincingly about how old I am because at my age, I can’t always remember what it is.

PARISH COUNCIL CONSULTATION
The Council will be concluding the first stage of consultation regarding the possible improvements to the Parish Field shortly. The closing date for comments and suggestions is the 10th January 2009. If you would like to make a contribution, then please send your comments in by the 10th. You can contact the Parish Clerk in writing or use the consultation website forms at www.willandmatters.org.uk . You may also like to use the website to comment on any other matters. The Police/Parish Council Surgery will continue into the New Year and we would encourage everyone with an issue to come along and talk to the Police or the Council Members.          Roger Perrett , Willand P.C.
Youth is wasted on the young.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We had an excellent talk in October about bee keeping and picked up hints on how to encourage bees into the garden. Apparently, a number of bees drown in garden ponds when they try and drink, so it is a good idea to float something on the surface, like a small piece of polystyrene, so they can land and drink safely. Many bee colonies have been decimated by mites, so British honey production this year is very low. Our November talk was by Mr Jewell, who showed slides on various gardens in the British Isles and also some of his cactus and succulent collection. Our annual meal at the Verbeer in November was very enjoyable and we are looking forward to our AGM in December, where we will eat mince pies and drink a glass of wine whilst we enjoy a light hearted quiz (after the business part !!).

The Club does not meet again until Wednesday, 11th March. More details of the 2009 programme will be in the next magazine. The Club has decided to run a Flower Show once again next year, as we have had some expressions of interest in exhibiting from non-club members. Next year’s show will be on Saturday, 8th August. If enough entries are not promised by Monday, 3rd August, the Show will not take place, so please try and find an exhibit to show.

For more information about the Garden Club or Show, please contact me at 4 Orchard Way, email me at candrallan@talktalk.net or phone me on 01884 33828.   On behalf of Willand Garden Club, a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.                               Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

A billionaire can buy a better bed but he can’t buy a better night’s sleep.

OVER 60’S CLUB
Just one more meeting this year which will be our carol service, when several members will take part in Christmas readings. This will be followed by a special draw and festive tea. We’re also looking forward to our Christmas lunch on the 15th at the Trout Inn, Bickleigh and afterwards pay a visit to the Mill for those last minute presents, perhaps.
In November, our speaker was Mrs Angela White, with a continuation of her very interesting talk on her travels around Hong Kong.  Our last Coffee Morning for this year, held on Nov. 15th, was very successful and well attended and I would like to thank everybody who made it this way.

Wishing you ALL a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year from all the members of the Senior Citizens Club.                                 Margaret Atherton
CAMEO

At our November meeting, we were inspired by a demonstration on making Christmas decorations and wreaths for our front door. So, if we can we remember what we were shown, Willand should be a bit more festive this year.  The Walking Group have been very active with some very muddy and strenuous walks. The last big walk of the season was around the Minehead area. The ladies got on the train at Bishops Lydeard and as the train was the last arriving in Minehead, the walk turned out to be more of a marathon  than a walk - and they didn't have time for their usual cream tea, so that must be a first. They were accompanied by our latest honorary member - Maisie the dog!
The Singles Group have been meeting each month and are busy arranging their annual Christmas Party - a super lunch followed by games and lots of laughter. They are looking forward to their New Year Lunch at the Halfway House. We have been on the bus (using our free passes) to Plymouth and that was very successful and the Diners Group had a lovely lunch at the Merrimead Hotel. A Skittles evening was held at the Merry Harriers with Heather winning the trophy. 
On lst November, we had our MEGA Coffee Morning for the South West Children's Hospice and we had terrific support from the Village and surrounding area. We made a profit of £600 and as the walking group had already raised £400 with a sponsored walk in the summer, we were really pleased with our efforts for this worthwhile cause. We would like to thank everyone who came, gave donations and supported us. Special thanks  to Alan Muir and Linda for contributing so much bric-a-brac from their late Mothers home, one of our staunchest members Win Muir, who sadly died earlier in the year. 
A group of us had a "peep behind the scenes" at Morrison’s Supermarket on December 2nd and it was very interesting - we had a great time, especially enjoying their coffee and mince pies afterwards. We are holding two Coffee Mornings next year - 14th March and 14th November and we will vote at our next meeting to decide which will be our Charity for 2009.  After all our work, we are rewarding ourselves with a Christmas Dinner at the Verbeer Manor next week. Arrangements are already well in hand for our 10th anniversary celebration, we have had 10 really successful and very happy years. 
                                                                                                  Betty Penberthy
PUFFIN CROSSING
The new Puffin (Pedestrian User Friendly INtelligent) Crossing that was recently installed on Silver Street close to the school is more than just a set of traffic lights; in fact it’s quite a clever piece of kit.

Puffin Crossings are more user-friendly than traditional Pelican crossings and are designed to improve the safety of pedestrians whilst also reducing inconvenience to drivers.

Sensors can detect when a pedestrian has finished crossing the road and will wait before changing the lights and allowing the traffic to continue. The same sensors will also allow the traffic lights to change quicker if someone has already crossed the road. This system gives people with mobility problems or parents with toddlers, the confidence to cross the road in their own time but also reduces unnecessary hold ups for drivers.  In addition, the same detectors recognise when the button has been pressed, but the person has subsequently left the crossing- this removes a common frustration for drivers. 

Other differences are that the “Red / Green Man” light is just above the push button  and not on the other side of the road which helps with visibility and there is no flashing Green man / amber light stage which removes that uncertain moment when neither driver nor pedestrian are 100% certain who has priority.  Another innovation to help the visually impaired is a small cone on the underside of the Push Button box which rotates to indicate when it is safe to cross.

This is a real improvement for our village and will keep us safer as we cross Silver Street.     Nigel Crick
WILLAND FOLK DANCE CLUB
The Willand Folk Dance Club continues to enjoy good support, yet very few people from Willand actually come to our events. So we thought an open evening-cum-social with some dancing would be a good idea, and hopefully introduce ourselves to a few more people from the village.  On Thursday evening 8th January 2009, we will hold an open evening in Willand Village Hall, starting at 7:30pm with “drinks and nibbles” before the dancing starts at 8:00pm. Our caller will be Jane Thomas, and local Tiverton based band Stick the Fiddle will provide live music. 

All dances will be walked through, and Jane is ideally suited to help guide everyone in the right direction. Stick the Fiddle is a three-piece band led by Sue Rivett on fiddle. Sue also gives private tuition to students taking up the violin for the first time, and to make this night a little more special, some of her students will join her in the band for the first time. 
Our club also has its own music group that meets socially in the Methodist Church Rooms twice a week to play music for country dancing. We organise a residential weekend away in February to dance, walk and have some fun, as well as a dinner and dance in April and a full calendar of events throughout the year. There is a full festive programme over Christmas with a Christmas party and New Years Eve Dance. You can find details of all our events on our web site, www.willandfolkdanceclub.co.uk  but in the meantime, if you have just the slightest urge to try folk dancing yourself, you can be assured a warm welcome on the 8th January. We would be delighted to meet you. For more information contact Brian Thomas on 01884 855267, or just turn up on the night.                                                                   Brian Thomas
I’ve been asked to publish the following dates for the benefit of Club Members If they are something you need to refer to, please remove this page and keep it safe, especially if the Club do not provide an events calendar. Ed.  
Thursday Club Nights (8 - 10.30 p.m.) Admission £2 for Members

Dec 11 Aileen Wills & Pete Mac Band.     Bring & Share Party  8 - 11.00 p.m.  

Jan 8 Jane Thomas @ Stick the Fiddle. Social 7.30-800   followed by dancing.
Jan 22    Roger Quartly & Petronella.               Scottish dancing

Feb 12   Ted Farmer & Andrew/June Mycroft.  

Feb 26   Jane Thomas & Friendly Folk. 

Mar 12   Ryan Roberts & Squeezum.
Mar 26   Ted Farmer & Jigs for Gigs.
Apr 9      Jane Thomas & The More The Merrier.
Apr 23    Harry Turner & Sundowners.        Reunion Dinner Dance - ticket only 

May 14   Aileen Wills & Country Style

May 28   Jane Thomas & Pete Mac Band       AGM 

June11 Ted Farmer & The More The Merrier. Bring & Share Party  8-11.00pm

Saturday Dances        8 - 11.30 p.m.           Admission £4  Bring and Share
Dec 20  Dee Chapman & Silver and Gold.     

Dec 31  Philip Worth, Jane Thomas & Meltdown  8 - 12.30 p.m.

Jan 10   Ted Farmer & The Bridgwater Band.
Feb 14   Ryan Roberts & The Reel Thing.
Mar 14   Carol Hewson & Kelly's Eye.
Apr 18    Ian Jones & Cumbrian Gap.
May 9    Jane Thomas & Jigs for Gigs.
June 13  John Meechan & Skylark.
July 11   Robert Blackborow & Amycrofters Band.
The More The Merrier Musicians meet at The Methodist Chapel Hall, Gables Road, Willand 730 - 10.30 on 1st and 3rd Thursdays to play for folk dancing and fun.  Everyone is welcome.  Thank you,                Mary Marker (Secretary)

A workaholic’s definition of hell is being unemployed.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Hello Brian, Just to let you know that our house moving fell through at the last minute and we have decided to stay here. The last issue of the magazine was very interesting. Our Air Loadmasters Association made it at last to the Cenotaph last Sunday. We were crammed between the Aircrew Association and RAFA so even my son who was there never saw us. Never mind, it was a great honour to be part of such an event.                                          Gill Hayhoe
Get the frying pan out before you break the eggs.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Happy New Year from all at Willand School.  Another busy term has finished and we thought we would keep you up to speed with what has been happening in the school. 

At the end of last half term we had two local police officers come in to talk to us about road safety. They told us how to cross the road safely: Think, Stop, Look, Listen, Cross and ARRIVE ALIVE! They also told us the different sorts of crossings. As you may have noticed we have a new crossing outside the school on Silver Street. (Puddles each side are being addressed! School Ed)

On the 14th November we had Children in Need Day. On that day we had to wear very odd clothes and stay silent all day inside the school building. Believe it or not, we achieved it! We managed to raise £242.16. Everyone that came had great fun and we hope we raise just as much next year! 

This diamond of a school has now been on this site for 60years! We celebrated its 60th birthday on Wednesday 19th November. Lots of previous pupils and local citizens of Willand came to celebrate this epic event.

Year 6 did tours around the school and two children from each class represented their class display. Mr Saunders (the head teacher before Miss Calderbank), came to the celebration and was asked to cut the 60th anniversary cake with the Chair and Vice Chair of our School Council.  All of the pupils wrote something on a red circle to say what they like about Willand School.  They were then stuck on a giant 60 that was constructed on the back wall of the school hall.  We all enjoyed an amazing birthday for an outstanding diamond of a school!

On the 21st November Willand School held Anti-Bullying week. On the Friday of Anti-Bullying week the children had a blue Friday and dressed up in blue to show that they are against bullying. All 10 classes wrote anti-bullying charters because Willand School will not tolerate bullying. 

We are proud to announce that we’re having a Musical Extravaganza on Thursday 18th December in the afternoon. It is to show people the musical talent in children at Willand School. In addition to this the talented choir will be singing and other pupils will be playing instruments and singing too.

By the time you read this our winter warmer Christmas play, “It’s A Party” will have been enjoyed by family and friends of the school. We are particularly grateful to Mrs Mort, Mrs Roberts and Mrs Blunden, who have worked tirelessly and thriftily to create wonderful new nativity costumes this year.

The Willand School Christmas Fayre was a big success once again. We raised £1,200 on the night and it’s all thanks to the PTFA and everyone who helped with the stalls. There were lots of games and everyone had fun. We hope it will be as good next year.  As always we are very grateful to all of you who came and supported the event.         Year 6
Don’t read too much into “How are you?”

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
The new build is going extremely well, as I’m sure many of you have noticed.  Decorating and furnishing will soon be underway and we now need to call on some volunteers.  Firstly, we are planning a Painting and Decorating party during the weekend of Sat/Sun 3rd/4th January.  If you could come and help, there’ll be music and food provided to motivate the workers.  Some people might even be painting before that date, so if you’d like to help but can’t make that weekend, then please call us for times and to let us know you are available – Tel. 07785 946463.  
The Games room is approx. 20 feet high so some SCAFFOLDING would be very helpful for the painting. If you know of a supplier who might be able to donate it FOC or at a reduced price please, call us.  If you’d just like to come and look inside at the new extension, then please drop in that weekend.  (BK Construction, General Builder Tel: 01823 681546 Mobile: 07971 192981).
We would also appreciate hearing from any CARPENTERS who may be able to build some custom storage cupboards and shelves for the Arts and Crafts room and Store room, please let us know as soon as possible.

The ‘Thursday Crew’ (10-13years) have made a contribution to this article:- When asked what they liked about the Youth Club, replies were as follows:- “Where can we go for 50p that lasts 2 hours?  We feel safe and it keeps us out of trouble.  There’s lots to do: Bouncy Castle, Roller Blading, Pool, Table Tennis…….”

“It’s a great place to see our friends and make new ones.”

“We are looking forward to the new building being opened, it will give us more space so different activities can take place at the same time.”

Further comments:-

“Because the helpers help us and make Youth Club fun.  They join in with us in activities and organise good trips.”

“We come to Youth Club to see friends in a more relaxed environment, to socialise with friends outside school.”

“There are people to talk to and help sort out our problems.” 

“We have a super tuck shop!”

So if you wish to join them you know where to come.  We do have a group of boys on Monday (13 years plus) who are lacking some female company!  This is certainly NOT a dating agency, but they would appreciate a group of girls for company. Another last note from the Youth clubbers:- 
“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all at Willand Youth Club”
Solitude is good when it is voluntary.

LETTER TO THE ED

Dear Residents. It’s that time of year again, Xmas, it is a nice time of year, but they come around too quickly! First, I should thank all those who turned out and helped with the Big Litter Pick, not only in Willand, but across the whole District. There were 28 Parishes that took part during the Autumn, increasing every year, out of 48 Parishes. What is noticeable is that not so much rubbish is being picked up, I think that the majority of our Community is being more careful in dropping rubbish. Unfortunately, there are a few that are not so careful, thanks must go to all those who do clear up behind the more careless –we will have another clear up in the Spring. 
In February we will hear the outcome of the Local Government reorganisation. Big might be beautiful, (with a £1.5billion budget), the biggest in the Country, but most of the rural Parishes have reservations about the 28 plus Community Boards and what say the Parishes will have on them. One of the criteria was that the transitional cost, estimated at £28m, has to be recovered within 5 years, the anticipated pay back is 3years 8 months. All other Unitarians have never met the pay back period. Indeed, the nearest and latest, being Cornwall with a transitional cost of £19m is already up to £58m with another six months of the 12 months to run. Reminds me a bit like the Millennium Dome and the Olympic Village, how do they get it so wrong!  I just wonder with this, the credit crunch, etc, whether the Government might put it on hold for a while.
MDDC are 23rd best performing waste collection Authority in the Country out of 273, achieving 48.89% recycling, national target is 30%, at a cost of £55.14 per Household.  South Hams District Council is 2nd in the Country, but with a cost of £65.83 per Household, we could be top, but it would be at an unacceptable cost.
Xmas is just around the corner, I hope you all have a very good Xmas and that the New Year will be happy and healthy. Come rain or shine, please give me a call if I can be of any help, that’s what I am here for. All the best, 
                                        Ray Radford; ray.radford@devon.gov.uk; 820000  

ANOTHER LETTER
Dear Ed. A brief note to say “Well done, Composters.  Give yourselves a huge (but not too physical) pat on the back. May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and an extraordinarily busy 2009”.                                       A Regular Reader.
If you want to be in the public eye, your secrets will be in it too.

CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
Well, the coffee morning is over and although we were in competition with another local event, the morning proved a success. Many members brought along examples from their varied personal collections covering British, French and North American models. We also we had a couple of layouts running – one of them a Hornby Dublo 3 rail (centre pick up) which was much older than its owner. The models and layouts proved to be very interesting to our customers and has resulted in more new members. 
To create more space for additional work, the “0” gauge layout has today been moved to its new home, which will enable its track bases to be joined together again, the industrial line to be added and the scenery work to be completed. The vacant space will allow club members to decide upon and commence planning of our proposed scale model layout of the former Uffculme Station area in its earlier days.
We can always accommodate additional members who wish to learn more about this interesting hobby or who can even teach the existing members more skills. If you require any further information please contact me on 01884 35589.                                                                                          John Crocker.

Joining a gym doesn’t help you lose weight. You have to go there!
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

I am sure you will agree that the Christmas decorations put up by Willand Folk Dance Club make the Hall look very festive. Thank you to the Club for their hard work in doing this year after year. The WFDC meets every month, usually on the second and fourth Thursday, and has a dance on the second Saturday. Details are on the notice-board in the hallway next to the kitchen.

Once the Youth Club extension has been completed, we will have to make some major repairs to the tarmac in the car park. The tree at the far end of the car park has to be removed. Because of its position in the centre of the car park, it is slowly dying through lack of moisture and its roots are breaking up the surface of the tarmac. Some parts of the car park are also becoming worn out. We hope that parents who use the car park every day to drop off and pick up their children will consider helping towards the cost of this, as the school run constitutes more use of the car park than all the other users of the Hall combined. As the Hall is a registered charity, it does not receive any government funding for these repairs.

In January, the main hall floor will be re-sanded and sealed. This will mean the Hall will be out of action for a few days, but it will be arranged so there is minimum disruption to our hirers. Our Christmas Bingo went well, with a good attendance. Many thanks to those who helped or donated raffle prizes. 

I would like to ask all users of the Hall to try and help keep our heating costs down by using the thermostatic valves on the radiators if it gets too warm and by keeping the outside doors closed to avoid heat loss to the outside. We have just had new direct debit instructions from our energy suppliers and we will be spending nearly £500 a month on gas and electricity – this amounts to nearly £6000 per year. Because of this large increase in fuel costs, hire charges for the Hall will have to be reviewed and will probably rise in April. New rates will be published in the parish magazine, on the MDDC website and in the Hall.

I would like to thank Mary Isaac for running the monthly whist drives for the Hall. Although they are not as well supported as she would like, they do bring in very welcome funds for the Hall and we are very grateful to her for her continuing hard work. Thank you also to Arthur Jarrett, who continues to keep the paper shed in order, and Alex Marshall, who gives his time and the use of his tractor, for taking the waste paper to the Mill for recycling. Last, but not least, I would like to thank our caretaker, John Holmes, for keeping the Hall and surrounds clean and tidy.                 Carol Allan - Village Hall Treasurer

The morning after often passes unnoticed.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL

New Year steam-ups are on Wednesday 31st December 2008 and Thursday, 1st January 2009. And in Uffculme Village Hall, 7.00 for 7.30 on Saturday, 24th January, 2009, we are having AN EVENING OF VICTORIAN DELIGHT. Following our well-received evening of readings of various bits and pieces, we are going to do the same with a Victorian twist. Please come along and join us. Once again, friends of Friends will be most welcome. Supper and raffle as usual.                                                                                        George Wheatley

Friends are often those who just happen to be there.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone - I trust that you will all have a happy festive season and will soon be settled in to 2009.    We had another successful Willand History Group Exhibition on a chilly Saturday 29th November 2008.  Initial fears that numbers would be lower than last year’s Book Launch were quickly dispelled as the numbers were soon coming through the door.  Even the Gazette photographer turned up, albeit a year late!  There were many familiar faces, but also a number of people from outside the parish or who perhaps had not been to one of our exhibitions before, and they all gave us positive feedback. A gentleman from the Sampford Peverell Society told is how impressed he was with what Willand History Group had been achieving with so few members, which was very encouraging.  Thank you to everyone who was involved in putting the exhibition together and thanks to you all who came along.  Tribute must also go to Willand Methodist Church, whose coffee morning is held in tandem with the exhibition, which is proving a fruitful partnership for both. 
We are now in a position to announce that our associated group Friends of Willand History Group, is now going ahead.  Membership is currently small, but this means there is plenty of room for growth.  Once again, the ‘Friends’ is aimed at those people not actively involved in the History Group, but who would like to be kept informed of group activities, research, archive acquisitions etc.  There is a small annual subscription of £5 to cover the cost of a quarterly newsletter and other correspondence.  If you are interested in the ‘Friends’, would like to become a member of Willand History Group, or would just like to know more, please feel free to phone the number below.
The year 2009 sees us go forward, as always, with our own individual projects, but also as a group with the Climate Change Project. Willand History Group has recently been selected as one of eight local groups in Devon (others include Lympstone and Dawlish) to take part in the Devon Climate Change Local Histories Project.  The aim of the project is to conduct research into the history of our local climate and the impact weather has had on the community from the earliest records we have, right up to our own experiences of the weather.  It is an 18-month project, for which funding is available and the end product might be an exhibition, a specific climate archive or a small publication.  We are due to consult with a representative from the Community Council of Devon to find out what is expected of us, and how the project might be progressed.  More details will appear in future parish magazines.  

Where does the Beaufoy in Beaufoy House come from?  Beaufoy House, located opposite St Mary’s churchyard is a Grade II listed Victorian residence built in the mid-1800s on the site of an older building.  Until recently, the origin of the house name has been something of a mystery.  Once attached to Coombe Farm (destroyed by fire in 1945), the house was known as ‘Coombes’ or ‘Coombe Cottage’ and it is not until 1890 that it is first recorded in a trade directory as ‘Beaufoy House’.  In order to explain why the house was so named it is necessary to first go back 20 years from that point.  We know from the 1871 census that the house ‘Coombes’ was occupied by Benjamin B. Stuart, then described as a ‘retired staff commander Royal Navy’, along with his wife Henrietta, and her sister Ellen Winter.  Benjamin B. Stuart died in 1874 at the age of 58, and was buried in St Mary’s churchyard.  While carrying out a survey of grave memorials (part of our ongoing Graveyard Project), members of our History Group located his grave.  Although the inscription was initially difficult to decipher, some gentle cleaning and a good deal of concentration finally revealed that the ‘B’ of Benjamin’s middle name was in fact ‘Beaufoy’.  

Further research has shown that Benjamin Beaufoy Stuart was born in Gosport, Hampshire circa 1818 and it can be presumed that his life was dominated by a career in the Royal Navy, although the details of this require further research.  In the latter years of his naval career, he appears to have been based in Greenwich, where he married Henrietta Winter in 1865; Henrietta was from Bristol and almost 20 years his junior.  Soon after their marriage and on Benjamin’s retirement from the Royal Navy they moved to Willand.  After her husband’s death in 1874 Henrietta Stuart lived on in the village for another 16 years. The 1881 census shows that their house was still called ‘Coombe Cottage’, so it was not until the mid or late-1880s that it was named Beaufoy House, no doubt in memory of Henrietta’s husband Benjamin Beaufoy Stuart.  On 15th September 1890, Henrietta left Willand to take up residence in Barnstaple, still accompanied by her unmarried sister Ellen Winter.
                                                                      James Morrison (01884 250057) 

AND FINALLY
A very sincere Thank You to our advertisers (lots of new ones in this issue), our contributors (articles from the many other organisations listed inside the front cover would be nice), our distributors and our Printers for all their contributions to the Mag this past year. We wish all our readers a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Calm New Year.                 The Editorial Team.
WILLAND DIARY            
January

Tuesday        6th
           Willand Rovers Bingo               W.V.H.,             7.30pm
Thursday      8th            Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                   10.00am

Thursday      8th            Over 60’s Club                           W.V.H.,            2.15pm

Thursday     15th           CAMEO                                     W.V.H.,            7.15pm

Friday          16th           Cowgirl Twisters                       W.V.H.,            8.00pm
Tuesday      20th
           Willand Rovers Bingo                W.V.H.,           7.30pm
Tuesday      27th           Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                       7.30pm
February

Monday       2nd
           Culm District Flower Club          W.V.H.,           2.00pm

Tuesday     3rd                    Willand Rovers Bingo                  W.V.H.,          7.30pm
Thursday    5th           Methodist Church Coffee Morning,            10.00am
Thursday    5th          CAMEO A.G.M. & 10th Anniversary Party  7.15pm
Thursday    12th           Over 60’s Club                            W.V.H.,            2.15pm

THURSDAY   12TH CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MARCH MAG.

Saturday     14th           Over 60’ Club Coffee Morning   W.V.H.,          10.15am
Frday          20th
          Cowgirl Twisters                         W.V.H.,
Tuesday     24th
          Willand Village Hall Whist Drive                        7.30pm
If you want someone to buy, show reluctance to sell.

